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persecutors. Whatever of " indecency" there was in these
cases was directly chargeable upon the atrocious persecution.
At the cloor of the magistrates and ministers of Massachu-
setts must be laid the insanity of the conduct of these
unfortunate women.

But Boston, at least, had no voluntary Godivas. The only
disrobed women in its streets were made so by Puritan
sheriffs and constables, who dragged them amidst jeering
crowds at the cart-tail, stripped for the lash, which in one
instance laid open with a ghastly gash the bosom of a young
mother !

It is a remarkable proof of the purity of life among the
early Friends that their enemies, while exhausting the lan-
guage of abuse against them, pointed to no instances of
licentiousness or immoral practice. However enthusiastic
or extravagant, they " kept themselves unspotted from the
world." Woman, from the Quaker standpoint, was re-
garded as man's equal and beloved companion, like him
directly responsible to God, and free to obey the leadings of
the Spirit of Truth. From the rise of the society to the
present time the peace, purity, and peculiar sweetness of
Quaker homes have been proverbial.

The charge that the Quakers who suffered were " vaga-
bonds," and " ignorant, low fanatics," is unfounded in fact.
Mary Dyer, who was executed, was a woman of marked
respectability. She had been the friend and associate of Sir
Henry Vane and the ministers Wheelwright and Cotton.
The papers left behind by the three men who were hanged
show that they were above the common class of their day in
mental power and genuine piety. John Eous, who in execu-
tion of his sentence had his right ear cut off by the constable
iu the Boston jail, was of gentlemanly lineage, the son of
Colonel Rons of the British army, and himself the betrothed
of a high-born and cultivated young English lady. Nicholas
Upsall was one of Boston's most worthy and substantial
citizens, yet was driven in his age and infirmities, from his
home and property, into the wilderness.

If the authorities were more severe in dealing with the
Quakers than with other dissenters, it was because they